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C}zangznb Climate I

By George Lardner Jr.
Washirgton Post atauWr‘tet” -

Two years ago, when Davxd" Axtlee
Phillips and like-minded defenders of
the Central*lntelligencg Agency- set
out on the college lecture circuit, they
were routinely confronted by hecklers
and protesters denouncmv tbem as
“assassins” oo ;
Tiae climate has cha.noed. The mves-
tizations are over. The recriminations
have subsided. The apologists have
turned inw advocates, urging, evenif
demanding, a stronger hand forAthe'
CIA and the rest of the intelligence
community. desplte t.he record of
am.ses . j'
“There’s aosolute_ly no- quesuon ;
atoutl it,” says Phillips, the founder
and past president of the Association
of Former Inteiligence Officers. “A
Ict of people are saying, ‘Gee, the
agency has won.” Well, I'm afraid we
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. committed to that goal.’ ¢

haven't won. But we have survived.”

Toey may yet be able to claim vie-;
tory. The ClA—and its congressional.
overseers, who were first organized in
1535 to cope with disclosures of illegal
domestic spying and other nnsdeeds—
stand today at a erucial juncture.

A comprehensive’ piece of legisla-
tion, the-National Intelligence Reorg-
anizaticn ard Reform Act of - 1978
(S. 2525), has been drafted and debated
at Sexate hearizgs for montids now,
but all sides dismiss it as nothirg
more than a talkmc paper a stattmtf
polmt. Gr ar . =i meiowo

Sen.. Frank Chu.r:ch (D-Idaho) who
served as the-chairman of the original .
Senate Intelligence Committee and its
unprecedented investigations, thinks
it is already too late. —a- = - - 1

“Reforms have - ‘beens - -delayed to'
death,” he said in- an interview. “This
has been the ‘defense mechanism of
the agency and it could easily’ havej
been foreseen . . . Memories are very
scort. I think the shrewd operators,
tke friends of the CIA, recognized .
that time was on their side, that they'
could hold out against Iegx.slauve ., ac J
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Other senators, members of the |
present comxmtuee such as Walter D.
Huddleston (D-Ky.) and Charles }cC.
Mathias (R-Md.), profess-to be more-i
optimistic, insisting that a new legisla- i
tive charter for the intelligence com-
munity will indeed be passed, proba-
bly next year. They pomt’ out that the
Carter - -administration- 1s, 3 after all,

But there.is increasing. .uncertamty
as to justiwhat kind ofgmtelhgence' re-
forms cotud - get “through * Corgress
these days and which of those the ad-
ministration-will "wird up supporting.
The tensions overAfrica; the recrimi-
nations with the Soviet Union over
spies here-and there and other signs:
of what the Russians have called “a
cailly war,” could, officials agree;
produce a stxﬁer line from the White
House.

"Were at”a critical” penod right
now,” acknowledges Senate Intelli-

gence. Commzttee Chairman. Birch
Bayh (D-Ind.). “There are szvmfmantly
more questions being raised in the ex- .
ecutive branch right now about the fu- |
ture of (congressmnal) oversight than |
there- ha_'gg__bgen in the past. That's
why I say we're at a very dehcate!
stage: n.,ht now.”

Bayh indicated that he was speak- 1.

ing ‘of administration concern over !
some recent news leaks about actual '
and proposed covert operations, which !
must' now be reported to Conﬂress,

-however vaguely. e o .. ... L. .

“The whole matter—charte"s, over-
sxght and everything—I think is going
to rise or fall on the (congressional)
security question,” Bayh told a re-!
porter. “If we cannot convince the
president that we can handle this in..
formation securely, he’s not going to
give it to us for oversight and he’s not’
going to continue to support charter
legislation that forces the intelligence
agencies to azve it to us for over-
sight.” | - LA b

There is also a l:roubhng catch to
that proposition, Bayh said. Officials
of every administration. have been
known to leak secret tidbits of infor--
mation from time to time themselves,
for various reasons.. That. is. also hap-]
pening these days, Bayh is convinced. . j

near the t0p 0 any uvia uu.u.uu.. svo
islative “wish list.”

Under Hughes-Ryan, covert actions
in foreign countries can be under-
taken only if the president finds each :
such operation “important to the na- E
tional security” and reports it in a
timely fashion to the appropriate com-
mittees of the Congress,” currently .
four in each house. Past and present
CIA officials regularly denounce the ,
proviso as a “disaster” even mough:
most of the leaks for which-Hughes-*
Ryan is blamed probably would have !
occurred anyway. i

Former CIA Director leham E
Colby, for instance, beleves the |
House Intelligence Committes headed !
by Otis Pike (D-N.Y.) was “mainly” re-!
sponsible for the fact that “every new|
thing [covert action] that I briefed!
Congress about during 1975 Ieaxed."{

But the Pike committee, like the-
Church committee, would bave gotten_i
that information anyway, in the!
course of its congresmonallyr man-3
dated invesngatxaas,.even"m*ﬂughesa
Ryan had never been passed. Its suc- }
cessors, the permanent, Senate and;
House Intelligence commmittees, twill'!
continue to get that information even
if Hughes-Ryan is repealed. Only the!
three other comrmittees in each house, {
Appropriations, Armed Services anrdi
Foreign or International Relatmns,‘
will be cut off. ]

Still, repeal of HuJes-R;an has be-
come a goal for the intelligencé com-:
munity in the 'egislatxve battles th atl
lie ahead. Y

“Four commmees in each house ls.
absurd,” Colby declared. “The bread:h:
of the reportmg makes it much less of?

a secret. more. of "a topxc ofi
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